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YOUNG CHINA 
By Mary Moline 
HUNG K’UEI was twelve when I first met him. He was 
one of two hundred boys attending a communist indoctrina- 
tion course On Our mission compound. Their faces were alight 
with the excitement of a great common adventure. 


out a trifle 
“Oh dear, no!” I replied in a shocked voice. “ What 
could have put such an idea into your head? Do tell me.” 


“ You believe a lot of superstitutions ! ” Chung K’uci fired 
pugnaciously 
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_ though for the first time he was aware of the thick fog of 


unconcerned 
problem. 

As convulsive 
dragged out 
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“ But, my clever little boy, who set the ball rolling and 
started this complicated nature process?” “Huh! That’s 
easy. Man, of course.” For a moment he looked at me with 
real concern in his thoughtful brown eyes. “ You are - 
stitious. I suppose there weren’t any progressive schools 
you were young. I’m glad I was born in an enlightened age.” 


* 


And what was there for him to live on?” 
He looked at me witheringly. “Oh, 
started spontaneous generation in the sea and in the land and 
it was a long process of evolution before man became : 
and learnt to make use of everything in the right way.” 
“I see, but who started this marvellous idea of spon- 
taneous generation ?” 
Chung K’uei frowned “I haven't got as far as that yet.” 
“Will you tell me when you have learnt that answer?” 
He looked at me gharply, almost 


falsehood and suspicion that had us. Sullenly he 
muttered “ What would be the good ? : 
You wouldn’t believe.” 


» 
2 


Once more the sun shone as Chung K’uci’s smile spread 
from ear to ear: “Ay Ya! There you are, Mi-Hsin (ie. ; 
—— in. You are a doomed reactionary, and you i 

never any progress unless you have your brain -, a 


i 


= ; Again I laughed, but this time Chung K’uei failed to see a 
I was sitting on a flat stone in the Chinese gateway as the anything funny in my neglected education. I felt he was really a 
children rushed past me. Some of them grinned, made faces, concerned about my ignorance. I tried again, “ You say Man ae 
whispered knowingly as they passed ; others glanced at me started the ball rolling,” I said, “ but how did man arrive? ie 
contemptuously, or in rarer cases with actual hostility, whilst : os 
a small disciplined group refused to see me at all. ° . 
Chung K’uei was sufficiently unindoctrinated to be ex- . 
ceedingly interested in the first “ personal devil” he had ever ‘<i 
encountered. Seeing me sitting there, apparently an ordinary AS 
human being, he was obviously startled. a 
There was no time for him to make his investigations ae 
then, but I felt sure he would do so later. As he passed me — 
he used the current expression “ Imperialist devil” but his - 72 
impish smile counter-acted the stigma. 12 
I grinned back, and when they had all gone settled myself uo8 
down to watching the very peaceful, country scene outside. A ar 
few peasants leisurely ploughing the land ; a team of workers + & 
widening the road for the new demands of commerce; a = 
bride being led to her new home on a grey donkey ; a family at 
“I might. And at least the answer would interest me.” 
scene was timeless a healing property within it. Be- He looked almost unhappy as he started 
hind it, as though from another planet came the sing-song of couldn't let him like 0 I i ‘You know Chung i 
— | go that, said, ung 
the children’s creed, “I believe in Man by whose labour all K’uei, I have agreed with much of what you have said but the - 
the necessities of life are produced. . . . big question you cannot answer.” A +a 
“ And you?” 
“ Yes, call Him what you will, my name for Him is God.” a 
Then suddenly the dull, thumping, emphatic notes ceased a 
as hundreds of excited boys, filled with dreams of their own 
manded immediate recognition. Many of them brushed passed 
me, jumping down the steps and formed lively discussion ished OUl SO inal mew ideas can grow. You should £ =, 
groups below. humble and attend school again, old woman.” om 
Chung K’uei, and about twenty others decided to try their ~ 7 
new formula on the representative devil himself, and so they - 
“ You're not being sincere,” he insisted. “ You believe the oe 
world was made in seven days and that we are all descended - - —_ sane 
man and woman. My teacher says that has been Do you 
be all superstition. They teach us the truth at 
i's serious, keen, intelligent little “ Write them out big,” he commanded, “ You needn't tell i 
orth ee ee . We were enjoy- me what they are. I will find out.” ae 
other lads, I obeyed, and when the task was finished I returned the 
tis Gay paper. Chung K'uei almost snatched it out of my hand. He 
dust below, seemed content to allow Chung had become self-conscious, and his comrades restless. Without + 
IR ‘© do the questioning. another word or a backward look they fied from my presence a 
it's my turn now,” I ventured. “How do —— as though suddenly aware of the risks involved in consorting Mee 
do believe what you have just said ? Gas te with a personal devil. 
probability is all against the world having been made m seven And yet, Chung K'uei and I had seemed to know cach isd 
days and that it is most unlikely that we are all descended other, and been happy im the knowing. 2 
from one man and woman, what has that to do with anything ee = 
you have been learning in school about being superstitious ? ~ Essex Hall Re-building Kae 
He by-passed isrelevantly, “ Man On June 9 a supper was held at the Swansea Church as the 38 
Fund was supporied members. Subsequently. 
Well?” I waited with stimulated cacitement for the ee al by Mr. F. Alas Martincau, MA. the 4 
shattering blow to fall Chairman of the Fond. who had motored from Surrey. and mem- 
echoed “if yen chet, aggeccintively to 2 most interesting and clear account 
thea all that foreign stuff about creation be lies tke plas to the Local Authorities "Tic 
yielded imately £4 10s. which is a first step towards the 
— of 
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| COMMENT 
United Nations in Miniature 
: I have been having a holiday in Switzerland, spending in 
the course of it a few days in Locarno, in the Italian part of always having it impressed ene ue 
K tragic association because of the portant to know a country’s people. While at oO I stayed 
treaty and a new attitude from for a few days at a fairly low-priced hotel, frequented largely 
| ut the mere fact of the existence by Italians and the people of the surrounding country, of 
, nt, consisting mainly of people whose language I was ignorant. The food, moreover, though 
| ee German cultures and speaking excellent of its kind was so different from that to which | am 
ei gestive troubles. At the present 
much more expensive hotel over- 
5 Of the seventy or eighty guests at 
| elderly Englishwomen. The lady 
pened to remark in the course of 
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limelight in those late-Victorian days when Mark Rutherford 


was becoming known as a writer. 


It is so often assumed that only the approach of James 
Martineau, with its insistence on the anti-sectarian, moderating 
side of Unitarianism was then tenable, that it comes as some- 
thing of a surprise to realize that there were many Unitarians 
who felt that the important thing was, not to make their ideas 
acceptable to a wide circle of liberals, but to work out ideas 
which were logical and helpful to souls oppressed by doubt, 
souls to whom the dogmas of orthodoxy were hateful and 
irrational. That was the line taken by Mark Rutherford, and it 

for his persistence that he succeeded in doing this, 
the whole external climate of theological opinion 
him. No doubt, he sometimes offended those with 
i : he never knowingly gave offence, and 
to work out to their 


elves 
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at Wassenaar, a member of the committee directing the Free 
Protestant Radio Station at Hilversum and a of the 
Secretariat of the LA.R.F. In addition to these im nt 
duties Dr. Faber finds time to engage in research at Leyden 
University. 


At these I.A.R.F. Congresses there is always an influ- 
ential American delegation; and two important leaders from 
the United States, one ministerial, the other lay will be par- 
ticipating at Belfast. The minister is Dr. Frederick Eliot, 
President of the American Unitarjan Association. He is 
well known on this side of the Atlantic because of his previous 


Visits and egy or in the International’s business. The 


other American leader will carry special r 

will be in the 
t sessions. Mr. Percival Brundage is a 

Unitarian layman who has played an important part in the 


i of the United States Bureau of the Budget. 
Three other interesting par 
ticipating include Canon N. D. Emerson of the Church of 
d who will be i of the religious position in that 


| King 

Dr. H. John McLachlan one time Acting Principal of Man- 
chester College, Oxford, and now Minister of the Presby- 
terian Church, Belfast. 


crcles all over 
he has served on the theological 
from 1951 has been the 

The Rev. Georges Marchal, the 
who will preside at the 


Marchal has won his way both to 
porary French and to 
ism in hi 
Faculty of the 
French member 
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activiues OF tne Unitarian accountant 
by profession he has occupied a number of important admini- 
strative posts in both State and Federal government. At the | 
of 4 
that she has over-estimated the = 
importance of her hero as a writer. He will never, after all, be x 
retain a small coterie voted admirers—and to them Dr. 
Maclean’s volume will be invaluable. his occasional articles, and at present Lecturer in the -. 
LIBERAL CHRISTIANITY IN THE a 
AGE OF ANXIETY It is one of the aims of the Secretariat that there will be an a 
opportunity at Belfast for greater participation in its delibera- é 
LA.R.F. Congress tions by the ordinary Congress member. It is proposed that Le 
Belfast, July 23-28, 1955 following the delivery of the main lectures that the Congress - 
ita will divide up into small discussion groups. One of these dis- : 
cussion groups will deal with problems of religious education rr 
The LA.R.F. Congress opens on July 23 in Belfast and will and will be lead by Rev. Dudley Richards, Secretary of the 
continue to July 28. Its final programme begins to take shape G.A. Religious Education Department; another will deal with ust 
busily social problems and will be led by the Rev. Arthur Peacock, | 
arrangements to ensure the smooth working Congress Secretary of the G.A., Social Service Department. 
and the comfort of all participating. Opportunity is to be provided on Sunday, July 24, for the 
Inquirer readers who intend to be present and who have delegates to attend worship in different churches belonging to : 
not reserved accommodation yet are urged to write immedi- the Non-Subscribing Presbyterian Church of Ireland. The © 
ately to Mr. R. Wilkinson, 59 Knock End Park, Belfast. Congress Service, at which Dr. E. L. Allen is to preach, will 
Approximate cost of bed and breakfast is £1. It is proposed _—_take place in the First Presbyterian Church, Rosemary Street, 
to run a coach tour at the termination of the Congress to _— Belfast. After lunch delegates will be taken to Downpatrick 
Irish beauty places. The approximate cost of this is given at and Loree susguetedty. At each place tea will be served to 
£10 15s. The conference registration fee, which should be sent the visiting parties opportunity to attend the local evening 
to Mr. Wilkinson at the time of application is 10s. service provided ty 
A glance at the programme for the forthcoming Congress forward eagerly to both the d to visits | 
shows that the younger ion of ministers—men on the delegates. The Rev. John Radcliffe, B.A., Moderator of the a) 
proceedings. The theme of the Congress will be “ Liberal the local organizing ‘and he will be giving the :'% 
Christianity in an age of anxiety.” address of welcome at the reception on arrival. , 
; for ministers will be The forthcoming Congress should be an inspiring 
at Basle since 1939 and _— of the day. The Inquirer is arranging for special reports of the . 
Systematic Theology. Congress to appear in its pages. AP. 5 
Tuesday 
Born in 1905, Georges Vice-President of the General Assembly i 
Mr. C. H. Pollard, O.BE. FS.AA. Vice-President of the 
“Beneke Liberal Pr General Assembly, has been invited by the Ministry of Education Fae 
, and Liberte” a to attend the Geneva Conference of UNESCO and the Interna- i+ 
gene phy edn tional Bureau of Education as one of the U.K. delegates. The tea 
and is Secretary of the Conference meets July 4-12. Mr. Pollard is also to address the ¥ 
ate mel by Dr. pal topics for dacussion is Local Goverament Finance and it 
Like his who have just been importance for Local Autonomy ~. Mr. Pollard is presenting the 
. Faber represents the younger generation of religious paper dealing with the position in the United on behalf — uf 
leaders. He is minister of an independent Liberal Congregation of the British delegation. 4 
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its realm. If, .as 1 would prefer, we make good this omission, then 
we can sometimes restore to our blood-stream those necessary 


CORRESPONDENC 


Letters should be addressed to the Editor, “ The Inquirer,” substances in which the simpler Nature would arbitrarily leave 
some of us deficient. It may not be possible to achieve optimum 
14 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. They should not in dosage for every individual by “mass dosing,” but one he 


general exceed three to four hundred words in length. still hope that, in the future as in the past, one may improve 
_ the human lot by bringing the community to a reasonable mini- 
mum which individuals can supplement if they need. 


“I Wish I Wasn't” 
It must be remembered that those who advocate 
__ §ir,—Haroldine Corrie tells us that inside a Roman Catholic menting with the kind of measures we are discussing are attempt. 
Church she experienced a Presence not always with her in an ~_——iing to improve and not to wreck human health. Whatever the 
Anglican Ch and hardly ever in her own Unitarian Church. rights and wrongs of a particular case, I would be sorry if their 
My own experience is curiously different. Often have I gone attempts were impeded fen pee gr because Unitarians thought 
to Roman Catholic, Anglican and other Churches seeking that Li a more worthy than love for their fellows.—Y ours, 


Presence but never or hardly ever have I found it. Yet in my ull. J. J. Kipling. 
own Unitarian Chapel—a plain and humble building—I am at (This correspondence is now closed. Editor.) 
once most intensely aware of that uplifting and inspiring Presence. Little Betheli 
f U itart Ch and not your | article entitled “ Little 
tarian not in 
places ; Bethelism ” I wrote straight away to a local builder for an esti- 


Khayyam said of the heavens, * Lift not thy hands to it for help 
said o vens, “ Lift not thy to it for help “ I 
for it rolls impotently on” and Wordsworth felt a Presence that Gabe of coment. “ Leave it as it is, h; ys rie” in time to come it 


“disturbed him with joy of elevated thoughts—a sense sublime” ; 
In Robert B s “Christmas Eve,” “we remember how formation inside and outside too—it has emerged from ‘the an- 
gical effect upon the congregation, 
congregation and the preaching man’s immense stupidity, but later 
in very different mood, having been caught up hem of one feels the “ radiance 


1, 4% 


as ill-chosen as n terms of logic, it is 
true to vitaminized mar- 
garine, but in terms common-sense, I doubt if anyone does 
refrain; and it there were such a person, I expect he would cat 
_ butter cheerfully enough, without asking his grocer to sell “de- 
vitaminize:’ butter,” so that he could avoid the cow’s insistence on 


Li 


| or not so beautiful. 
| 
garment (and having reflected incidentally upon the Pope’ 
ery, his “posturings and his petticoatings”) returned to 
ecstatically conscious of the Divine Presence, within hi 
; saw that preacher, congregation and chapel with ve 
eyes, and joined enthusiastically in singing: “ The 
verses of the third section of the seventeenth moa 
collection to conclude with the doxology ! "—Yours, 
Lincoln H. W. Ke 

Sir,—I sympathize with, but do not share, Haroldir 
dilemma. My Cat “Presence”) i 
pendent on church-going, although ve sometimes bé¢ 
of it in church. It is not consciously related to the 1 
would be di instantly by what I believe to be 
falsehood as indicated by altars and idols, however :; 
decorated, representing doctrines which to me are 
tenable. 

to get at its ree a is in order to 
thereafter the as well as the beauty of all oth 
flowers. 

sigh for embellishments to soften 
truth, but what value is there, except to 
which hides what, on investigation, is not truth 
Enid S$ 
Mass Dosing 
have every $s y with Mr. Monk 
the liberty of the inc 
an 
of liberty into ride 
to the introduction c 
into our blood stream” in this context, be 
blood normally contains fluorides, not as intruders, but a 
ingredients of the body. With all respect, and much 
having to put it this way, I think it is verging on obscu 
attempt to defend liberty with such misleading phrases. 
| I am not sure that my example of vitaminised m 
| 
osing wus same 
) By all means let us co-operate with Nature, but i 
learn one of her most important laws, that in terms of 
Nature is capricious I use the term “ Nature” in Mrs. | 
| sense, which apparently docs not include man's intelligence in (Continued on page 232) a 
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11 and 6.30, Rev. 
DrrcHLiNG, Old Meeting House, Anniversary Services, 10.45 and Rev. H. L. Suonr. SHEFFIELD, Chapel, 11 and 6.30, Rev. G. Stantey Wurrsy kK 
Dover, Adrian Street, Unitarian 11, Junior Church, 6.30, Rev. E.G. 
Dusun, Stephen's Green, West, 11-30 aad 7.0, Rev. E. Sa Keil 6.30, Rev. W C. NewTon 
Srocxrort, Unitarian Church, St. Peter’s Gate, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. |. Hopason 
658, Rov. W. Wellington Street,6.30, Rev. F. W. Bann — 
GLascow, Vincent Street Unitarian _—_ ANSEA, Pennard Free Christian Mecting House, 11, Rev. Suson Jones 7 
Giossor, Unitarian Church, Fitzalan Swanssa Unitarian Rev. B. 
HorsHam , Worthing 6.30, Rev. J. Mantm Hai 
HUDDERSFIELD, SF D, Fitzwilliam Street, il Rev. J. B. Tonxm : 
AUSTRALIA 
Ape.awe, Unitarian Christian Church, Wakefield St, 11 und 7, Rev. Coum: 
Unitarian Church, Cathedral Place, ; Unarian broad- 
oa, Services: 4p.m.. second Sunday im cach month, Evening 7 p.m. 
Pexrm, Western Australia. Unitarian Free Christian Fellowship. Mr. R. H. | 
New South Wales Charch, 13 Francis Sureet (off College St. | 
7.15, Rev. G. E. Harz. $321 
Pasowemr or Grice Alcy, Melbourne, Munuster 
Rev. W. Borrosaer. Beating cas 
Searoep Seaford (Vic). SS. weekly at 
2.15 p.m. Public Worship, 31S p.m Minimer: Rev. W. 
CANADA 
Church of the Messiah. Sherbrooke Sweet Wen, and Simpson Street 
17S Se. Clair Avense il, Rev. W. P. 
11, Rev. Jom: A. Cease 
SOUTH APRICA 
Cars Town, Hout 11, Sunday School ; 7, Service, Rev. C. Rare 
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has produced during the whole of this half century.” 
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4 
m. 
| Professor 
hings 
the Rev. 
1955). 
& Tea will be provided and a most cordial invitation is 
| ee As no student completes his course this Session, the 
is 
Marriage 
; 
7 
$ Cardiff, to Mabel Eleanor, 
Death 
Laycock—On June 23 at 3 Oriel Road, Sheffield, Alice Annie (née 
Gamble) widow of William Laycock, of Sheffield and Scarborough. 
After a long illness bravely borne. Aged 77 years. 
i Dann, the 
as 
fortitude 
i (Under direction Universalist Trustees) h warmth 
Write now:  #§§ REV. ARTHUR PEACOCK, aid that the 
Royhill Blackboys, Nr. Uckfield, Sussex. 
Holiday Accommodation 
L A FEW VACANCIES July/ Angus of NORMAN 
: the small friendly Private Hotel, Sez t, ST. 
i SEA, Sussex. 54/6 gns.. fully inclusive. 
: Unitarians. Vegetarian if desired. Illustrated brochures. 
phone: Hastings 4784. 
Holidays Abroad 
: Two Vacancies. Unitarian Party to Montreux and Paris (August 
? 15-26) Joining Swiss and American Unitarians im tour of Geneva. 
: Lone travellers welcome. Good fellowship. Parkinson, 32 Windsor a 
Miscellaneous 
f Pacifist Universalist Service, 3.30, Sunday, July 3, King’s 
Weigh House Church, Binncy Si, W.1, Nr. Bond Sit. Sm Dss- 
course: Dr. A. D. Belden. “Christianity as the Final Religion ”. 
; (Continued from page 230) . Mr. Bacon : 
Secretary was unable to be present, and in , - Kennedy, mumsict 
ii was taken by the Rev. AH. Birtles, who gan Norwich. 
Py About 45 sat down to Tea, and fe 
Great Yarmouth : On Saturday 2 Gam, 
the destruction by enemy action of the c 24 words, Of. Each addazomal word. 
chairman of the trustees, who also | 
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